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HE ONLY WAY IS ESSEX star Amy Childs
— she of the beauty salon, vajazzles and
catchphrases like “shuutup!” - is studying the
scientific equations that br=xs has
meticulously crafted for her photoshoot.

She pouts (which she says she does a lot
when she’s deep in thought) and then points with
her marker pen at the board: “He is helium, N is
nitrogen, C is carbon, CO2 is carbon dioxide...”

She looks pleased. “See, I'm not stupid!”

Indeed. As arguably the biggest breakout star from
ITV2’s surprise hit and now BAFTA-winning reality
series, she is anything but stupid. And while TOWIE
itself has been accused of dumbing down TV, Amy is
most certainly not dumb. Yes, the 21-year-old’s success
is undoubtedly partly down to the superficial — her
Bambi-like looks, killer bod and unapologetic love of
all things pink and glamorous. But she’s also privately

First TOWIE and now guest presenter on This Morning: Essex
beautician Amy Childs + telly is proving to be a winning equation
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educated, is already working on a business plan to
open her own beauty salon and has now landed a

weekly slot on This Morning — The Only Way Is Amy
— giving beauty advice. Sell her short at your peril...

Do you think people underestimate you?

I do think people underestimate me, but I'm going
to change that. The thing is on TOWIE, they are
making a TV show so they edit stuff to make

it funny. That's what they did in series one when
Kirk took me to the zoo for a date. It looked like

I didn’t know what an elephant was. Or a giraffe. It
made me look so thick! I do know what an elephant
is. But I don’t know the capital of Pakistan.

What were you like at school?
I went to a private school but I struggled at first.
When I was four I found out that I was dyslexic

and that I have a really bad short-term memory.
But I was a good pupil. I always did my homework
and the teachers said I was a pleasure to work
with. I loved sitting at the front of the class — I
wanted to learn and would always speak up.

And you were head girl?

I became head girl when I was 11. My best friend
Amy Chapman — who’s still my best friend now

— was really academic and clever, so everyone was
like: “Amy Chapman, you’re definitely 100 per cent
going to get head girl.” And then when they called
my name out in assembly, I was like: ‘Have they
got this wrong?’ Nope, they didn’t get it wrong.
They wanted me to be head girll Amy Chapman
got deputy. But from that day until now, she’s still
really gutted, bless her. People don’t believe me
when I tell them that. Can you believe it?!
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