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EastEnders’ Jack Branning is a man on the edge as the full extent of

Ronnie’s actions hit home. But actor Scott Maslen couldn’t be happier
with the most challenging storyline of his career

MASH! There’s an almighty
crack from behind us in the
photo studio, like a horse
kicking the hell out of a
stable door. Our equestrian-
based fears soon subside when we see it's just
actor Scott Maslen going hell for leather.

The EastEnders star’s fist hammers brutally
into a sheet of Perspex glass as he acts out
the pain and suffering of his soap alter ego,
Jack Branning — a man whose life has been
shattered by the fallout from the most
notorious storyline in Albert Square’s history.

Ever since his wife Ronnie, played by
Samantha Womack, finally admitted to
Jack the shocking news that the rest of the
country has known for months - that she
swapped their dead baby James for Kat's
little boy Tommy — Jack has been a lost
soul, lashing out at those who love him
and copping off with those who don't.

In the past week alone, the ex-policeman
has had a savage set-to with his big brother
Max and a desperate one-night stand with
Tanya's sister and recovering drug addict
Rainie. Not that any of this is unduly

worrying the affable Scott, 39. His knuckles
may be red-raw from the exertions of today’s
exclusive shoot but as he sups a welcome
pint of Grolsch in the afternoon sun, he
admits that he has enjoyed getting his
teeth into the controversial British Soap
Awards-nominated storyline.

“I actually think they could have played
it out over a whole year [as was the original
plan],” Scott explains. “The story has worked
really well. But when there was all
the controversy [there were around %
14,000 complaints from viewers], gr
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