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buezz coVER STORY

Michael McIntyre exclusively
tells bu=z all about the secret
meeting where TV’s Mr Big,
Simon Cowell, hired him to
relaunch Britain’s Got Talent
and hunt down the next SuBo

PERCHED ON A GIANT imitation Britain’s Got
Talent buzzer, stand-up star Michael McIntyre is
wondering whether bwezs is wrying to stitch him up.
He has spent the morming dangling from the
ceiling as we challenged him to prove he's up
to the daunting task of making and breaking
futures as a judge on the ratings-grabbing talent
series. With lights prepared and camera primed,
we demand: “Now look forlorn, Michael!™
“Forlorn? The theme is Mission: Impossible,
now I'm on the ground and meant to be looking
sad? Because I failed my mission?" he asks, with
trademark emphasis on his favourite words. “But
I'm really not that scared. If my mission was
joining Britain's Got Talent, I feel I succeeded!”
Viewers will see Michael, 34, in action next
month when BGT returns with its latest
line-up of brilliant, bad and barmy variety
acts. bee=s has had a peek at the auditions
and can confirm that Mr Comedy Roadshow
has taken to his new job like a duck to water.
But when did he receive his top-secret,
self-destructing tape recorder message from
the show’s creator and head judge Simon
Cowell, with the instructions: “Michael, your mission,
should you choose to accept it...”?

“I was sitting watching Take That rehearse for the
Royal Variety Performance, which [ was hosting last
December,” he says. “I got this phone call and was told:
‘Go and see Simon Cowell at his house at one o'clock
tomorrow, Here’s the address. Don't tell anyone,™

It would take a brave man to turn down such a
request. Was Michael nervous at the prospect?

“T actually felt quite relaxed,” he grins. “The Royal
Variety was the biggest thing I'd done in my career,
so T was focused on that — if you have got a lot on
your plate, you don't really have time to worry.

“So off I went to Cowell Towers in west London.
When I got there, [ felt like we were at the Judges'
Houses stage of The X Factor. I told Simon how much
I love Britain’s Got Talent — which is true — and how
I wasn't sure if [ wanted to do it because [ had been
intending to take some time off before my next tour.

“But at the end of our chat, Simon stood up and
winked at me. He said: ‘I'd like you to do it.’ I had
tried to remain cool throughout the meeting, but at
that point I leapt out of my seat with joy. I wanted
to run into Dermot O'Leary’s arms, but I couldn’t
because he wasn't there. So 1 drove home.”

Simon will join the panel in the week of the live
final shows in late May. But with fellow judge Piers
Morgan having quit to host his CNN news show in the
States, the BGT producers decided on the bold move
of adding Michael and Baywatch actor, rock
legend and former America's Got Talent star .}




