MUST-SEE TV

FREEWITH % |
Sun | ¢
[15-21 JAN 20M1l

-’* PS FASHION BEAUTY§ FOOD
/ AL




that ez is braaking out the bundng and
proclaiming her The Madomn's Sweatheart (yes,
it's Hme to hand over that crowrn, Chenyl).

“l certainly don't fe=l like {t™ reveals Stacey
“l don’t wake up each day and see a sign on
my wall saying: “The Matiom's Swestheart.™

Ask her what she'd call hersalf and her eyes
will pop, her hands will #ap and she will opt for
‘annoying” or lood’. Buk were having none of ik
because beneath all the goofiness beats the
heart of a hard-working, 21-year-old single
mum who's just making the best of hersalf and
enjoying every amszing thing thai's happensd
to her in the past 18 monihe, from Andshing
third in The X Factor in 2009 to becoming I'm
A Celebrity's Queen of the Jungle.
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Mincgus and hey presto — she was sorted for

a

life. In actual fact, Stacey passad 13 GCSEs,
wiodked two jobs (fncluding a thresyearsting
i a chip shop) bo put hamsslf through collage
and Anished her diploma in dance, drama and
perfomming ans at Havering College in Essex just
days before she reached The X Factor fnal 12.

Her civil servant mum Fiona and wedding
photographer dad David drummed inko her the
importance of educadion and she's never taken
amything for granted.

“People asked me why [ was dodog I'm A
Celebrity only a year after The X Factor,” she
says, chomping on chicken, spuds and dee
before her bz shoot. “But [ don't want ko
feal I'm too good for anything becatse Pmonot.
How do [ know that a year from now people
will wank t0 se2 me do anything ever again?

o

to people like us. No one ] grew
of wenk o college with knew anyone famous.™

She remembers baing briefed with her fallow
contastants, including Olly Murs, Joe McEldemy
and Jedward, bebore meedng X Factors mega-
showblz mentors including Mariah Carey and
Whikney Housbodn.

“What they do is make you walt cutside a
room and say: ‘Bight, you're abouit o meet s
and so — really think about what you'e golng
tio sy’ 1 was lHke: “What the hell? I've never
thovght aboiit what I'm godng to say in my
lite!” You've never met anyone and then you're
aboit bo meet some of the most inaccessible
stars in the whale world.

“T used o think these shows weme Axed and
that no-one real ever gets inbo one of them.
And then theme I was™




