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All hail the Queen of the box! Even though she has a
brand-new series, Claudia Winkleman tells bu==
why she’s quitting her much-loved Strictly show
to concentrate on baby number three
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HE LAST TIME buzz put mum-of-two and

all-round good egg Claudia Winkleman on the

cover she told us she didn’t want another baby,

she wanted a kitten. Today with no mewing fur
ball in sight but a ginormous kicking tummy present before
us under a loose-fitting Simeon Farrar T-shirt, it would
seem she may have been telling us a bit of a porky.

“Yeah, I was lying,” she says cheerily. “I lie all the time. I love
the fact that a journalist asks: Are you planning a baby?’ As if
I'm going to go: ‘Yes, | haven't told my mum yet, but I think I
might come off the Pill.”

“But as you can see, I'm going to be having a pony. Well,
it feels like a pony. My children want a penguin. But yes,

I really wanted a third. I'd have ten if I was allowed. They
fit in drawers. You don’t need a lot of space.”

Claudia, 39, may well be seven months pregnant with
a pony, but that hasn’t stopped her trooping to our studio
where she leaps (sort of) on to a throne, takes the weight
off and tells us about her new show King Of. The Channel 4
programme sees her harrying celebrities like Miranda
Hart and Sarah Millican to passionately debate and crown
everything from King of Nuts to King of Roast Dinners.

It’s billed as a chat show but really it's more of a dinner
party/pub debate.

“It's a game I've played for years with my husband, my
family and my friends,” Claudia says. “What’s the King of
Roasts, for instance? And don’t say lamb. Each category
will be debated by two guests and the studio audience,
and it will be a very heated discussion.”

She insists this is not a place for frothy showbiz chit-chat
or even light-hearted joshing, and says she’s already come
down hard on new pal Miranda Hart.

“I don't give a stuff about these people other than their
view on the King of Vegetables. If they don't care, I can't talk
to them!” she exclaims. “It’s very serious. I did the pilot with
Miranda and she was laughing as we played King of Nuts.

I said: ‘No more laughter, Hart. I'm bringing out the walnut.’
I have a torch that I shine on each item.

“But this is not for fun. This is not even really for telly.

It is just so that I can write each answer after it has been
thoroughly debated in a small red booklet that I'm going to
leave to my children [Jake, eight, and Matilda, five]. They
will have the definitive Kings Of. That’s very, very important.”

The latest addition to Claudia’s brood announced its
arrival last November when Claudia’s body seemed to
have something to tell her...

“When you wake up, get out of bed and are sick in your
shoes every day you know,” she says. “It was towards the
end of the last series of It Takes Two.”

Ah, It Takes Two. For many diehard Strictly Come
Dancing fans, it's the early evening, five-
times-a-week jewel in the crown of the BBC’s ‘
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