It will be
Coleen's first
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Christmas
without

Coleen Nolan is

going to be without
her sons Shane and
Jake for the first
time this Christmas.
So best sent Coleen

_ shopping with her ¢
} . daughter Ciara
to put a smile
a1l back on her
st exc \ face...
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How are you coping with the
fact that you're going to be
without your boys this year?
I'msad it’s going to be my first
Christmas without either of them.
They're doing panto with Shane
(Richie, their dad) and their only
day off is Christmas Day. It's in
High Wycombe, which is miles
away so they’d never get back.
It's going to be strange without
them. Jake, bless him, has been
saying, “Mum, 'm gonna get
back Christmas Eve. I'll get to you
somehow.” But I told him not to
be ridiculous. He's never done
panto, he doesn't realise how
tiring it is. It's great they’ll be with
their dad, but Christmas isn't as
important to him as it is to me.

It's always been a family time

for me. I'll really miss the boys.

How has Ciara been helping
you with Christmas?

We had great fun out
shopping together, having

a girly day. She’s fantastic at
doing the wrapping. That'sa
big part of Christmas for her.
The two of us sit down and

The star has just finished a
live tour with her sisters ()
Bernie, Linda and Maureen

HER CHRISTMAS

wrap everyone’s presents. And
she loves putting them under

the tree - she’s my little helper.
She’s also brilliant at keeping
secrets. She'll help me wrap the
boys’ presents, but never tells them
what they've got. Some kids can't
help themselves, but she’s great.

Does Ciara write a letter

to Santa?

She writes to him every year with
a list. Last year, she wanted these
baby dolls that looked real, and

a chalkboard because she likes
playing ‘school’ with her friends.
Last year, they ended up using
the board to play Hell’s Kifchen.
Me and Ray were listening as one
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pretended tobe Marco Pierre
White - “Where’s my salad,
Linda?!” It was hysterical.

Who will be with you

on Christmas Day?

Definitely me, Ray, Ciara and my
mother-in-law. I'm hoping Linda
is also going to spend Christmas
with us, and possibly Maureen.
Bernie’s in panto in London.

What’s been your worst
Christmas?
The one when I realised my
marriage with Shane was over. It
was hard because you still want
to make it special for the kids, but
inside you're dying. The kids had
a ball - they didn’t know —but
a few times he went out and
[ knew he was on the phone
to her. You have to hold it
together for your kids. Even
buying presents for each other
was hard. They meant nothing.

What have been your

Christmas present nightmares?

When Jake was a toddler, he
wanted all the Tellytubbies, but
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there was such a mad
rush on that you
couldn’t get them. I
got three, but I couldn’t
get the fourth one. You
know what it's like
with kids. He said, “It's
alright, Mum, because
Santa will getit.” I
thought, ‘God, no! Is
this the moment at three
years old when I tell him
Santa’s not coming?’
A friend of mine finally
found one in Scotland,
but it was a mad dash
on Christmas Eve to get
it in time. It’s terrible
pressure for parents when there’s
a specific toy that’s going to
be really popular. They never
make enough of them. You go
in the shop and they say, “We're
getting another delivery of them
in January.” Santa doesn’t come
back in January!

Were Christmases tough

when you first moved back

up to Blackpool with the boys,
after you and Shane spiit?

No, because where people get it
wrong with small kids is it's not
quality with Christmas presents,
it's quantity. It's the amount of
unwrapping they gettodo. I gave
them one main presentand then g
lots of little bits —a little book or
a game. [ know it's going to be
really hard for a lot of families
this year, but as long as thereare |
one or two little presents under

the tree and you spend time

with your children playing p
games, then they will be OK.
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Is Ray easy to buy for?

He is actually. He's just grateful

that I've taken the time to go out

and shop for him. And he’s never

let me down at Christmas. I've
Continued over page
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always loved everything
that he’s given me.

He bought me a great
handbag and a lovely
pair of shoes last year.
And I bought hima
really blingy watch.

[ was hoping it would
make him a better time-
keeper, but it hasn’t!

Does Ray ever buy

you saucy Christmas
presents?

That would be telling!
He's bought me quite sexy
underwear and whispered
to me, “1 think you should
open that one a bit later.”

What's your Christmas
Day routine?
Christmas Eve s
my favourite part of
Christmas. I love the
excitement. [ hate going
out then. We stay 1n,
light the fire, put the
tree lights on and all the
Christmas movies, and
get our pyjamas on. The
kids get so excited —not
as excited as me, but
they do get excited!

Last Christmas Eve,
it was 4am when we
finally got to bed, and
then Ciara got up at about
6.15am! We were that late
because [ was waiting for Santa
to finish building certain bloody
toys. The blackboard that Ciara
wanted came in about a million
pieces. Then there was a school
desk and a little pink electric
motorbike. The worst thing
was that when Santa finished
building the blackboard, he
was left with a piece which
he realised should have gone
on first, so he took the whole
thing apart and started again.

Do you all still get

Christmas stockings?

No, I just do one for Ciara. We
always put that at the end of
her bed once she’s asleep. She'll
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< run into our room in the morning,

sit on the bed and open it. That
gives us an extra 20 minutes

in bed! I really think youdon't
need to go mad with Christmas
stockings. You really can go to

a pound shop and fill it up with
chocolates and colouring pens.

Will Anne and Denise still
be on your Christmas card
list, despite your fallout?
No. You can't not speak to
someone for years and then

still send them a Christmas card.

What Christmas presents
would you give to your
fellow Loose Women?

Carol, anything alcoholic; Jane,
some smellies, but whatdo

you give to the woman who

has everything? It's funny
because we don't really buy each
other stuff every year. We usually
go out for a meal together, or have
a Christmas do. Denise is off on
a cruise ship again this year to
avoid Christmas. She'llbeon a
beach somewhere on Christmas
Day. I'd just buy Den some
paracetamol for her hangover.

Who's in charge in the kitchen?
Ray cooks Christmas dinner.

[ leave him to it and just watch
as my kitchen turns into a bomb
site. He's a great cook, but Idon't
know how he can tell where
anything is by the end. He does
get a bit stressed sometimes. I'll
g0, “Do you think we should
put the potatoes on now?” And

he'll be, “Look, just leave it.

[ know what 'm doing!” Last
year he decided to make his own
proper gravy from the juices

of the turkey. 'm not joking —
he cooked it for as long as he
cooked the turkey. Then when
he came to pour it out, there
was just half an inch of gravy.

[ couldn’t stop laughing. It had
taken him four hours to make,
and there wasn’t even enough
for one person! I ended up getting
the old gravy granules out. He
has said to me, “I'm not doing
that again this year.” I said,
“No, best not, love.”

* The Nolans — In The Mood
For Dancing is on 23 December,
ITV1 at 8pm.

* The Nolans Live—I'm In

The Mood DVD is out now.




